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with Sheep Island in background.
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Female Eider with ducklings

Rathlin Island

Target species: Puffin, Eider, Chough

Access: Take the Rathlin Island Ferry to the island, a six-mile sea
journey from Ballycastle harbour.

Habitats: Offshore island with limestone and basalt cliffs.

Birds: While crossing to Rathlin, watch out for auks, Kittiwakes,
Gannets and Manx Shearwaters. In season, and with some luck, it may
be possible to see skuas, or even a Sooty Shearwater.

Rathlin holds the largest breeding seabird colony in Northern
Ireland. It is best viewed from the RSPB Seabird Centre at the West
Lighthouse, four miles from Rathlin harbour. The colony includes
Fulmars, Kittiwakes, Common Guillemots, Razorbills, Puffins and
Shags, all of which may be seen at close quarters against a dramatic
backdrop of cliffs and sea-stacks. Eider congregate in and around the
harbour and breed around the island, and Peregrine, Buzzard and
Raven are likely to be seen, given a bit of time on the island. The
island hosts some breeding Lapwing and, since 2007, Northern
Ireland’s only breeding pair of Choughs. Twite can be seen, Snow
Buntings are regular in winter and rare migrants (such as Rustic
Bunting and Gyr Falcon) are occasionally found.
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Fair Head

Target species: Buzzard, Raven, migrants

Access: Take the A2 east from Ballycastle, and then take a signposted
turning at the Hunter’s Pub in Ballyvoy.

Habitats: Maritime heath, cliff and slopes, with scrub and woodland
at the adjacent Murlough Bay.

Birds: Fair Head’s spectacular basalt cliffs are home to Buzzard,
Peregrine, Kestrel and Raven, all of which breed in the area. Hen
Harriers may be seen in winter. This was previously a favoured area
for Chough, although birds have not bred here for the last few years.
Another former breeder was the Golden Eagle, which last nested in
Northern Ireland here, back in 1960.These impressive birds were
known to feed on the Mull of Kintyre (Scotland), commuting back
and forth on a daily basis! Fair Head must represent one of the best
chances of seeing the species today in Northern Ireland, with birds
maybe visiting from Scotland or Donegal.

Smaller birds found in these habitats include Stonechat,Wheatear,
Meadow and Rock Pipits, with a chance of Snow Bunting and Twite in
the winter months.

Offshore, auks, Gannet, Kittiwake, Cormorant, Shag, Eider and gulls
may be seen, whilst waders such as Oystercatcher are often present
at the tideline.

Owing to its coastal position at the northeast corner of Ireland,
scarce migrants may be found here in season, with Alpine Swift, Turtle
Dove, Lapland Bunting and Hoopoe having all been recorded.
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Heritage Outlook is a full-colour 32 page magazine
with vibrant and varied content. Its extensive
readership is diverse and influential, and includes
professionals working in the heritage field, state
departments, local authorities, non-governmental
organisations, community groups, journalists,
teachers and academics. Heritage Outlook is for
anyone who has an interest in Ireland’s heritage.

It carries news, provides analysis and offers thought-
provoking articles on all aspects of heritage.

Archaeological objects; Landscapes;
Heritage Gardens & Parks; Monuments;
Architectural Heritage; Geology;

Inland Waterways Flora & Fauna;
Seascapes & wrecks; Wildlife Habitats;
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