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ThelLaoisSwift Survey acts to quantify the level of Swift nesting activity across the county. The survey
work will highlight areas where nesting Swift populations atentband in need of direct and

immediate help. The survey will identify to site level the largest and most important Swift nesting

sites that act as source populations within the county and further afield. These sites once identified
need to be treated witlthe upmost sensitivity during any renovation or redevelopment to ensure
existing Swift nest sites are retained. The survey team will make special effort to include local
community groups and residents in the project, so they become knowledgeable abdtg iBwheir
respective localities and in turn take increased responsibility in the future conservation and

protection of Swifts in their county.
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6.1 Survey Visittocation Summaes
Aninitial visit to each of the 46aoistowns and villages was completed to survey for the presence of
Swifts. In towns or villages where Swifts were recorded on first visits, subsequent surveys were
completed to confirm breeding and identify exactshsite locations.Between 1 and 5 visits were
undertaken to each locality to pinpoint Swift nest sites.

The highest number of Swifiests were recorded in Mountmellick, where 88sts wee found. This
was followed by 23ests inPatlaoise, 17 in Portaigton, 11in Stradballyand a remaining 2
towngvillagesreporting between 1 and4 nests. The largest peak count (maximum number of birds
observed during single visit) of Switwere recorded in Portlaocisg34 Swifts andStradballyg 29
Swifts.

Tablel: Presence of Swifts and their nests across courayis

Peak no of
Town/Village \N/ilg?sber of ﬁ\r,éi;teszn i Swifts I(;I(;Jr:;}?gegf
observed nests
1 | Abbeyleix 4 Yes 12 2
2 | Ballinakill 2 Yes 15 5
3 Borrisin-Os®ry 3 Yes 5 1
4 | Castletown 3 Yes 11 8
5 | Clonaslee 2 Yes 9 1
g | Cullohill 3 Yes 10 5
7 | Donaghmore 2 Yes 20 14
g | Durrow 3 Yes 5 3
g | Errill 3 Yes 19 9
10 | Mountmellick 6 Yes 22 35
11 | Mountrath 2 Yes 8 11
12 | Newtown House Mill 2 Yes 2 1
13 | Portarlingtm 5 Yes 24 17
14 | Portlaoise 5 Yes 34 23
15 | *Raheen 2 Yes 1 -
16 | Rathdowney 4 Yes 18 3
17 | *Rosenallis 3 Yes 4 -
18 | Stradbally 3 Yes 29 11
19 *The Swan 2 Yes 1 -
20 | Clonburren Castle 1 Not Found - -
21 | Aghaboe 1 Not Found - .
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Number of

Town/Village N_umberof Swifts Pegk no of confirmed
Visits Present | Swifts nests
29 | Arless 2 Not Found - -
23 | Ballacolla 2 Not Found - -
24 | Ballaghmore 2 Not Found - -
o5 Ballickmoyler 1 Not Found - -
26 | Ballybrittas 2 Not Found - -
27 | Ballybrophy 1 Not Found - -
og | Ballyfin 2 Not Found - -
g | Ballyhide 1 Not Found - -
30 | Ballylinan 1 Not Found - -
31 | Ballyroan 1 Not Found - -
32 | Barrowhouse 1 Not Found - -
33 | Clonaghadoo 1 Not Found - -
34 | Clough 2 Not Found - -
35 | Coolrain 1 Not Found - -
36 | Crettyard 1 Not Found - -
37 | Emo 2 Not Found -
3g | Jamestown 2 Not Found - -
39 | Kilbricken 1 Not Found - -
40 | Killeshin 2 Not Found - -
41 | New Inn 2 Not Found - -
42 | Newtown 2 Not Found - -
43 | Shanahoe 2 Not Found - -
44 | Spink 2 Not Found - -
45 | Timahoe 2 Not Found - -
46 | Vicarstown 1 Not Found - -
Total 249 149

*areas where Swifts were seen, but nests were not found
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Table 2 lists theverall percentagef Swift nest sites by town/village. Mountmellick hoRiz%of the
total Swiftnest sitefound in ColLaois.Portlaciseheld 15%,Portarligton with 11% and
Donaghmore with 9% of the total population. Mountrath afttadballywere seen to have 7%f the
Swift nestsitesin the county Errill and Castletown contaidemore than 5%, whilehte remaining
towns/villages had between 3% adéo of the counties Swift nest sites.

Table2: Percentage of the total confirmed Swift nests by town/village

Town/Village Percentage
Mountmellick 23%
Portaloise 15%
Portarligton 11%
Donaghmore 9.%
Mountrath 7%
Stradbally 7%
Erril 6.%
Castletown 5%
Ballinakill 3.%
Cullohill 3.%
Durrow 2%
Rathdowney 2%
Abbeyleix 1%
Borrisin-Ossory 1%
Clonaslee 1%
Newtown 1%
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Swift nests have been recorded in a total of 84 individudtings and structures across Co. Laois.
These buildings have been categorised under a classification systenose/Residential, School,

Public, Church/Religious, Heritage Site/Castle, Small Business, Industr@ther Figure 8 below
shows that 67% ddll Swift nest sites found during the survey are in the category House/Residential,

followed by 17% Heritage Si@astle, 7%Church/Religious 5%Bmall Business 3%chool3%and 1%
Public.

PERCENTAGE OF SWIFT NESTS PER
STRUCTURE

Church/Religious
7%

School
3% _ Small busineS/s

Heritage
site/Castle
17%

House/Residential
67%

Figure8: Percentage of Swift nest si across different categories of buildings and structures
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Figure9 shows the number of Swift nests found in different structure types across the towns and
villages in Co. Laoi&.total 0f33 nests found in Mountmellick are associated withuse/Residerial
properties and further 2 nests mShool.It can be seen that residential properties are providing
largeproportion of the Swift nest sites around Q@ois. These nests are mostly clustered around
estateswherebuildings identifiedypicallyhost one Swiftnesti.e St BridgitsPortlaoise although
there are few exceptionghich can be seean Emmett StreeMountmellickwhere up to 6 nests
were found in a single residential buildinderitageStes such as Donaghmore Famine House
Museum, ErrilBallagh andCullohill Castlare of highpriority as they contain the majority if not all
Swift nest sites in their respective localities. Church/Religooulgings are important for Swift
populations in Castletown, Cullohill, Mountrath and Portarlington witiidings of this category
containing multiple nests in these localities. Small Business are of significance to nesting Swifts in
Mountrath and Portlaoise and schools in Ballinakill, Mountmellick and Portarlington contaizsat
one Swift nest site.

Number of Swift Nests by Structure Type
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Figure9: Number of nests per structure type divided by towns/villages inL@ois
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