


JOB DESCRIPTION

Job Title: Marine Spatial Planning Specialist
___________________________________________________________________________
Job Title:			Marine Spatial Planning Specialist
Division:			Conservation:		
Immediate Line Manager:	Chief Executive Officer
Location: 	Flexible within Ireland*
Vacancy type:  		Fixed Term, full time 
Contract term: 		3 years; start date Sept 2024 
Hours:  			35 hours per week
Salary:				Starting salary €51,000 
___________________________________________________________________________
*The post holder may choose to work from home or be based in our Headquarters in Kilcoole or have a hybrid arrangement.   Please note, where the postholder choses to work from home, BirdWatch Ireland does not provide a separate home office supplement.

Background
Established in 1968, BirdWatch Ireland is the largest independent conservation organisation in Ireland with 15,000 members and 25 active branches at county level. Our aim is the conservation of wild birds and their natural habitats and other biodiversity. Our mission, as set out in our new Organisational Strategy 2024- 2030, is to be a strong and influential leader for nature conservation in Ireland, one that takes action based on the latest scientific data and supports and inspires people to get involved in environmental protection.  We carry out bird survey and monitoring, conservation work, undertake research, formulate and advocate policies related to the protection and management of birds and biodiversity. We also conduct important education work, manage nature reserves and raise wider awareness of nature conservation in Ireland.

The importance of Ireland’s coastline and offshore waters for marine biodiversity makes the protection, conservation and restoration of marine ecosystems one of our highest priorities. seabirds face unprecedented threat and the effects of climate change, especially on food sources, are exacerbating these threats. 

There is a clear need to harness the power of the wind for renewable energy to replace fossil fuels and to decarbonize in a fair and fast way.  However, the roll out of offshore renewable energy should not direct negative impacts on marine wildlife. 


In 2023, the Irish Environmental Network (IEN) was awarded funding from the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), to build capacity and increase engagement in relation to the EU Maritime Spatial Planning Directive, the National Marine Planning Framework, the MAP Act, SEA Directive and Birds and Habitats Directives.   Following procurement, BirdWatch Ireland is employing a Marine Spatial Planning Specialist and the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group (IWDG) is employing a Marine Biodiversity Officer.  Although based in two different organizations, the two posts holders will work collaboratively and the roles will be coordinated by the IEN.  

The role of Marine Spatial Planner will be to engage with Government strategically on offshore renewable plans, respond to offshore renewable planning applications and proposed marine protected area plans. In addition, they will engage with the relevant Environmental Pillar and IEN representatives on marine spatial planning.

We are seeking a very experienced individual, with a strong scientific background in seabird ecology, excellent knowledge of marine environmental policy and experience of offshore windfarm developments and their potential impacts on seabirds and other marine biodiversity.

We are offering a competitive salary and benefits, flexible working arrangements and the opportunity to drive changes in the way we spatially plan our seas and deliver nature positive offshore wind. 

The starting salary for this position is €51,000 per annum.  Leave entitlement is 20 days per annum, plus statutory holidays.


Qualifications 
-A higher degree in a relevant scientific subject.

Experience
-Five years experience of seabird management, research and/or monitoring.
-Knowledge and understanding of the impacts of ORE on seabirds and other marine taxa.
-Demonstrable knowledge of EU and national marine policy and marine spatial planning developments.   
-Experience of engaging with relevant environmental stakeholders and with the ORE sector.
-Three years experience of the planning system, including demonstrable knowledge of Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) and/or Appropriate Assessments. 
-Demonstrable experience of scientific report writing.
-Good working knowledge of GIS. 


Key activities for the Marine Spatial Planning Specialist include:

Management, Coordination and Delivery of Workplan and Budget
· Work with BirdWatch Ireland team, the Marine Biodiversity Officer and IEN coordinator to ensure coordination of workplans and outputs. 
Marine Spatial Planning
· Develop a firm understanding of the current regulations and planning processes relating to the marine environment and how An Bord Pleanála, the Marine Area Regulatory Authority and Local Authorities will work together. 
· Review EIAs, Screening reports and Appropriate Assessment documentation submitted as part of planning applications for ORE projects.  Seek the input of relevant stakeholders and prepare submissions based on scientific evidence, for An Bord Pleanála (and Local Authorities where required) and provide follow up responses and attend/present at Oral Hearings or equivalent as required.  
· Based on the science and evidence, develop submissions for new Designated Maritime Area Plans (DMAPS) and engage with Government officials and relevant stakeholders on these. Attend consultations and provide regular feedback to wider team.
· Participate in ORE company and Wind Energy Ireland consultations, where appropriate. 
· Build on and develop existing knowledge and understanding of the impacts of ORE on seabirds and waterbirds. Working with the Marine Biodiversity Specialist, contribute to the production of a list of mitigation measures.
· Based on BirdWatch Ireland’s Marine Important Bird Areas, work with other stakeholders to help to develop offshore renewables sensitivity mapping for seabirds to contribute to our understanding of the spatial conflict between offshore wind farms and seabirds.


Policy Engagement
· Working with the BirdWatch Ireland marine group, develop an offshore marine renewables policy position for BirdWatch Ireland based on the scientific evidence. 
· Contribute to the development of the IEN’s Offshore renewables policy.
· Undertake advocacy where appropriate on topics of concern that relate to ORE planning processes, protection of marine biodiversity, DMAPs or proposed spatial planning changes and effects to marine biodiversity.
· Engage with Government departments on the impacts of ORE projects on seabirds and sit on relevant Advisory/Working Groups. 

People Engagement and Communications:
· Write blog posts, articles and work collaboratively to produce press releases on nature positive offshore renewables. 
· Attend relevant meetings and conferences and deliver public presentations, where appropriate.
· Deliver one webinar per year with interested IEN members to engage them on the developments in ORE, raise awareness of the workings of the new regulatory structures, the effects of renewables on biodiversity and nature positive solutions.
· Support Birdlife Europe and Central Asia and attend relevant meetings. 

A completed application form should be emailed to adonaghy@birdwatchireland.ie by midday on 15th July 2024.   You can also include a CV together with the application form, to provide more detail if required, 





