Cape Clear Bird Observatory Warden
The Bird Observatory, Cape Clear Island, Skibbereen, Co Cork. 

Background 
BirdWatch Ireland is Ireland’s largest conservation charity concerned with the protection of
birds and biodiversity. We directly manage a number of lands as nature reserves and own and
manage a number of regional offices and properties including the Cape Clear Bird Observatory
known as ‘The Obs’.

Founded in 1959, Cape Clear Bird Observatory (CCBO) is located on Cape Clear Island, situated 8 miles off the coast of West Cork. CCBO is the only registered Bird Observatory in the Republic of Ireland and is part of a larger network of twenty Bird Observatories across Britain and Ireland. Important long-term monitoring of bird populations and migration, through a programme of bird and biodiversity surveys, bird ringing and research activities is undertaken at the observatory. In addition, CCBO welcomes scores of visitors and volunteers each year to participate in research initiatives and education and outreach activities. The property provides hostel-type accommodation with a capacity for up to seven overnight guests. 
Overview of the role
BirdWatch Ireland is seeking a suitably qualified and enthusiastic person to run The Obs. The Warden will be responsible for the day-to-day running of the property and managing the busy schedule of visiting bird watchers and naturalists during the season. Accommodation bookings in the main part will be coordinated by the Membership Administrator in the BirdWatch Ireland Head Office. The Warden will be responsible for the management of the bird and biodiversity surveys, monitoring and research programmes on the island. A key element of this will be the upkeep of the Daily Log, one of Ireland’s longest-standing natural history datasets. There is considerable scope for developing new research collaborations, particularly with universities and research institutions.  The Warden will lead an exciting range of bird and wildlife courses during the season, to also include volunteering weekends. They will be required to promote the work of CCBO through a range of media, including regular posts on social media channels. They will be required to produce an annual report and also contribute to funding applications. 

The successful applicant must be very self-motivated and enjoy carrying out fieldwork in all
weather conditions. They must be able to interact well with staff, supporters, the local
community and all guests of the island and of The Obs.







Key Duties– Cape Clear Bird Observatory Warden 
· Working alongside the Head of Survey and Monitoring for BirdWatch Ireland, to oversee the operation of Cape Clear Bird Observatory.

· Implement a programme of survey, monitoring and research work on the island, to include upkeep of the daily log, seabird migration watches and breeding seabird surveys, terrestrial breeding bird surveys, and moth trapping. Managing and entering associated data.

· Oversee bird ringing activities on the island to include maintenance and management of key sites, delivery of a CES annually, Storm Petrel ringing, and to assist and support visiting ringers to the island. Managing and entering associated data.

· Manage and deliver a busy schedule of events and courses through the season to include bird and wildlife courses, bird ringing courses, walks and talks and volunteering weekends. 

· Welcome guests to CCBO and liaise with the Membership Administrator regarding accommodation and course bookings. 

· Maintain (including cleaning and general maintenance) the property to high
standards. Prior to arrival and following departure of guests, the role will involve
cleaning and preparing the rooms for further guests. Updating and maintaining household
accommodation, fittings, laundry etc., as appropriate and needed.
· Promote the work of CCBO and BirdWatch Ireland, through a range of print and social media. Also, providing visitors and guests with information about the work of the CCBO and the birds and biodiversity of the island. 

· Recruiting BirdWatch Ireland members and supporters. 

· Undertake habitat management works at ringing sites, as required.  

· To maintain and further develop positive working relationships with the Cape Clear Island community. 

· Liaising, supporting and facilitating BirdWatch Ireland branches, members and other groups engaging in bird conservation activities on the island. 



 Requirements 

· Direct experience of survey and monitoring of bird species and associated survey methods and techniques. 

· Excellent bird identification skills to include rare and vagrant species.

· Bird ringing experience. 

· Ability to manage bird data sets, using a range of IT programmes and write scientific reports and other outputs. 

· Excellent communication skills and ability to work effectively with the general public, guests and visitors to the Bird Obs and the Cape Clear Island community. 

· Experience of delivering biodiversity events and courses and engaging with a wide variety of audiences. 

· A good working knowledge of different communication channels and media experience. 

· Good organisational skills and a high level of versatility. 

· Experience of basic building maintenance and repair of field equipment.  

Desirable 

· Previous experience of working in a Bird Observatory. 

·  Bird ringing BTO ‘A’ permit. 

·  Experience of health and safety to include drafting risk assessments.

· Full driving licence.


Time Commitment & Salary
Average 35 hours a week, from March/April to November. Flexible working will be required
(i.e. weekends and unusual hours as agreed through Line Management and in accordance with
the programme of work). The salary is dependent on experience and living arrangements. 

Training & Induction
The successful candidate will receive an induction to the organisation and observatory working
practices prior to the commencement of duties, including an onsite introductory visit with staff.
Full Health and Safety Risk Assessment forms an integral part of this induction.


