
 

 What to see month by month.. 
 
 
 

 
Whooper Swans on flooded coastal fields,  Oran O’Sullivan 

 
 
January 
Greylag geese from Iceland often drop into the biggest grassy fields, and 
calling skeins are a feature as the flock moves between regular haunts along 
the coast. 
Divers occur offshore along with Shags and Guillemots, view from Six Mile 
Point. 
Otters hunt along the scrape and watercourses,  
 
February 
Look out for flocks of Lapwing and Black tailed Godwits, particularly if the 
weather is hard. 
Kingfishers winter along the drains and watercourses, surprisingly difficult to 
see perched, their thin call is often a good indicator of presence. 
Viewed from the coast at Five Mile Point , Fen grasses and bare woodland 
display a palatte of browns and purples when caught in the low winter 
sunlight complemented by the backdrop of the Sugarloaf mountain & Glen of 
the Downs. 



Bullfinches are frquently seen in the flowering Willow scrub, listen out for 
thier soft call. 
 
March 
Bright yellow Celandines bring colour to the hedgerows.  
The first Wheatears of the year occur along the coastal path , flashing 
between the boulders and shingle. 
Sand Martins are the first hirundines to arrive. 
Wintering Wigeon, Teal and Shoveler can still be seen on the marshes. 
Primulas flower in the woodland. 
Nestboxes are inspected by tit species, and increase in bird song 
accompanies the formation of territories. 
 
April 

 
Sedge Warbler,  Peter Partington 

 
 
Orange Tip butterflies seek out their favourite plant, Lady’s Smock, which 
flowers across the meadows. 
Bird migration hots up with the first Swallows; Sedge Warblers add their 
varied song to the reedbeds and the scrub areas are alive with the sound of 
Willow Warblers, our commonest summer visitor. Grasshopper Warblers are 
secretive but deliver their mechanical reeling song from rough cover clsoe to 
the boardwalk. 
 
Bluebells carpet the woodland floor. 
Speckled Wood butterflies frequent the woodland paths. 
 Mute swans tend to nests 
 
May 
Flowering Yellow Flag irises are striking in wet areas around the reserve. 
Whimbrels pass through calling and often stop to feed in the coastal fields. 
Skylarks fly high and sing above the coastal fields. 
Along the coast, Little Terns return to nest on the shingle banks north of the 
reserve. 
Whitethroats and Stonechats settle down to breed amongst the brambles 
along the coastal fields 
 
 



June 
Lapwings divebomb and call along the marsh and coastal fields defending 
their territories from crows or any other bird that approach their young, 
which are well camoflaged as they forage muddy and wet areas for insect 
prey. 
In late evening listen for the calling of  Snipe and display flights over the 
marshes along with the pig like shrieks of Water Rails. 
The first broods of young Mallard are on the water 
Little Grebes can be seen on the pools, they are a recent colonist to the 
reserve 
The summer meadows are rich in wild flowers, sweet fodder for our grazing 
cattle herd and string of Kerry bog ponies. 
 
 

 
Lapwing,  Peter Partington 

 
July 
Emperor dragonflies patrol the marshes. 
Sparrowhawks and  Buzzards liven up the mid summer scene, patrolling the 
skies over the birch forest 
Birdsong quietens down but Reed Buntings are still busy tending to nestlings 
in the reedbeds and scrub close to the Boardwalk. 
Herons and Egrets patrol the scrapes for eels and sticklebacks. 
Swifts hawk for aerial prey over the  fields and pools, soon to depart our 
shores for Africa 
 
 

 
  
Little Egret,  Shay Connolly 
 



 
August 
Painted Lady, Peacok and Small Tortoiseshell Butterflies occur along the 
hedgerows, best when basking in sunlight 
Gannets and Manx Shearwaters pass south offshore. 
Sandwich Terns loiter offshore, young calling to their parents as they wind 
south. 
Darters perch on sun warmed wooden fencing, or even your arm! Lizards 
bask on the boardwalk 
Stonechats perch up on fence posts and swoop down on prey.. Numbers are 
well down after the severe winter of 2009/10 
 
 
 

 
 
Red Admiral,  Oran O’Sullivan 

 
September 
Flocks of linnets and goldfinches congregate around stands of thistledown. 
Migrant Hawker dragonflies patrol the paths  
Swallows and martins gather to feed and drink over the pools in ever 
growing numbers, more pass south on migration. 
Strong onshore winds and rain  from the south east are the best seawatching 
conditions and scarce migrants such as Great and Arctic Skuas and perhaps 
Black Terns maybe seen from Five or Six Mile Point. 
 
 
October 
Migrating finch flocks often occur along the coast and in the Birch woodland, 
particularly, Chaffinches, Redpolls and Siskins. 
Curlews flock to the coastal fields with smaller numbers of Redshank. 



Mixed flocks of tits include Long tailed Tits, Goldcrests and Treecreepers, 
check along lines of Alder and Willow. 
 
November 
With flooded fields, waterfowl numbers rise, often to over a thousand birds, 
view from the hides or the coastal path. 
Winter thrushes from Scandanavia and Starlings from Russia are a feature of 
visble migration as birds make landfall having crossed the Irish Sea. 
Little Gulls are occasional visitors driven to the coast by on shore gales. 
A rich harvest of haws in our native hedgerows sustain wintering Blackcaps 
and thrushes 
 
 
December 
Sighting a short eared owl will brighten a winter day, they quarter the rough 
areas of scrub and fen. 
Other raptors include Merlin and  Hen Harrier on passage and the more 
regularly sighted Kestrel. 
Whooper Swans are occasional visitors to the coastal fields 
Black tailed Godwits can peak at 300 or more birds at this time. 
 

 
 

Short eared Owl,  Shay Connolly 

 


